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ABSTRACT 

This report presents information obtained from three 
questions on the U.S. Census 2000 long form about coresident grandparents, 
focusing on data from people over age 29 years. Results indicated that the 
percentage of coresident grandparents varied sharply by race and Hispanic 
origin. More than half of American Indian and Alaska Native coresident 
grandparents and black coresident grandparents were responsible for their 
grandchildren. Younger grandparents were more likely to be responsible for 
their grandchildren. The west had the highest percentage of coresident 
grandparents. Counties in the midwest had some of the lowest coresident 
grandparent percentages. At the state level, Hawaii had the highest 
percentage of grandparents living with grandchildren, and North Dakota had 
the lowest. For many grandparent caregivers, this responsibility was a long- 
term commitment. San Diego, California, had the lowest percentage of 
coresident grandparents among the 10 largest cities in the United States. Of 
the 5.8 million coresident grandparents in 2000, 64 percent were women. 
Nearly all of grandparent caregivers were either the householder or the 
spouse of the householder. Nearly 20 percent of grandparent caregivers had 
incomes below the poverty level. (SM) 
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Census 2000 enumerat- 
ed 1 58.9 million people 
aged 30 and over living 
in households in the 
United States,, of whom 
5.8 million (or 3.6 per- 
cent) were coresident 
grandparents, defined 
in this report as living 
with grandchildren 
younger than 18J 
Among these coresident 
grandparents, 2.4 mil- 
lion (42 percent) were 
also '‘grandparent care- 
givers,” defined in this 
report as people who 
had primary responsi- 
bility for their coresi- 
dent grandchildren 
younger than 1 8. 

Among grandparent 
caregivers, 39 percent 
had cared for their 
grandchildren for 5 or 
more years. 

This report presents 
information obtained 
from three questions 



Figure 1 . 

Reproduction of the Questions on 
Grandparents Living With Grandchildren 
from Census 2000 

^ a. Does this person have any of his/her own 
grandchildren under the age of 18 living in this 
house or apartment? 

D Yes 

□ No -* Skip to 20a 

b. Is this grandparent currently responsible for 
most of the basic needs of any grandchild(ren) 
under the age of 18 who live(s) in this house 
or apartment? 

D Yes 

D No -> Skip to 20a 

c. How long has this grandparent been responsible 
for the(se) grandchild(ren)? If the grandparent is 
financially responsible for more than one grandchild, answer 
the question for the grandchild for whom the grandparent 
has been responsible for the longest period of time. 

D Less than 6 months 

□ 6 to 11 months 

□ 1 or 2 years 

□ 3 or 4 years 

□ 5 years or more 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 questionnaire. 



' The text of this report discusses data for the 
United States, including the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. In addition, data for the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are shown in Table 2 
and Figure 3. 

The estimates in this report are based on respons- 
es from a sample of the population. As, with all sur- 
veys. estimates may vary from the actual values 
because of sampling variation or other factors. All 
comparisons made in this report have undergone sta- 
tistical testing and are significant at the 90-percent 
confidence level. 



on the Census 2000 long form about 
coresident grandparents (Figure 1). 

As with most of the questions on the 
long form, these three were asked of 
all people aged 15 and over. However, 
this report shows data only for people 
aged 30 and over, since people under 
30 are highly unlikely to have 
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